UNIT TWO  1914-1938

VOICES

I think a stalwart peasant in a
sheepskin coat, barn on the soil,
whose forefathers have been
farmers for ten generations, with a
stout wife and a half-dozen children,
is [a] good quality [immigrant].

— Clifford Sifton, former

minister in charge of immigration,
in an interview, 1922
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You read about the

| classification of immigrants as
enemy aliens in Chapter 5.

Figure 7-7 Immigration to Canada,
1914-1938

€Y 1314-1918 — World War |
() 1917-1918 — Russian Revolution
@ 1818-1919 — Spanish influenza pandemic
1913 — Mussolini founds Fascist Party in [taly
@ 1929-1939 — The Great Depression
@ 1932-1933 — Famine in Ukraine
@ 1933 — Adolf Hitler becomes chancellor
of Germany
O 1935 — Passage of anti-Semitic Nuremberg
Laws in Germany
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GOVERNMENT POLICIES

Many of the restrictive government policies that had led to the internmey
of “enemy aliens” during World War I continued afterwards. As Canadiy
soldiers returned home and unemployment increased, new immigration
policies denied entry to more people. Among those barred were peopl:
from countries that had sided with the Central Powers, those who were
illiterate or who held socialist or communist beliefs, and people who had
“peculiar customs, habits, modes of life, and methods of holding property

Bur as the economic situation improved in the 1920s, railway and
steamship companies persuaded rhe government to loosen restrictions 00
immigrants from Europe. This changed again as the Depression worsex
in the 1930s. The government cancelled railway company recruitmentof
Immigrants, ‘rl.nd those who had arrived during the 1920s were threatened
with deportation if they applied for government relief.

At the time, no S€parate category existed for refugees. People seeking

efuge from persecution were treated the same way as other immigi®

gure 7-7. At each point identified on the graph, decide
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.ntl[n 1923, the Brirish and (Ian‘adian governments co-operated in th

s pricsh Settlement Act, which promoted the immigration of British
.mri\’ers o Canada. T},le Bricish government hoped thar the scheme would
e some of the social stresses that were affecting postwar Britain,
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| perican and British immigrants who had enough money to support
semselves were allowed into the country. In addition, unemployed
migrants and “troublemakers” — those who tried to organize workers 2 o1y i = @

o unions — were deported to their country of origin. Percentage
. Source: Statistics Canada, Canada Year Baok, 1937
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When the Conservative government restricted im migr_atlon o Wi
War 1, fewer members of these three groups were .BIUO\?Cd into Cangd, BuG
in 1922, the Liberals returned to power and immigration became More [
open. Between 1923 and 1929, for example, more than 22 000 Men”(mite;

fled the Soviet Union and settled on farms in Ontario and on the Prajrie;

axinG History og-¢ , m ‘f o,

!

| British HOMe

In the late 19th century and the first part of the 20th,

N

The first place was a farm in Caledonia. There the owner

as many as 100 000 British orphans and children viewed me and another young hoy as workers only. | wokef |
of families who were poor were sent to Canada as outside from about 5 a.m. to sometimes 10 p.m. lwas |
part of a special immigration program. Called “home allowed to stop only for a few minutes to eat my meas...
children,” they were sent to work, usually on farms, ) ; "
until they were adults. The following is part of Percy After six weeks of very hard work for Whllth | was paid fiv
Brown's story of his experience as a home child. dollars a month, | was returned to Mr. Hill..
——— My second place of work was in Drumbo. The farmer and
| was fourteen, in 1927, when the opportunity arrived . .. his wife treated me as if | were their own child ... [spert?
T [ was asked if | would like to go to Canada . .. wonderful six-year period with them.
In March 1927, | hoarded the Montrose. | don't remember a Am | glad that | came to Canada? Indeed, yes! Canade &
ot of details about the journey . .. allowed me to follow many pathways; it has granted me3
After landing . .. took a three-day train journey to Hamilton. successfulIing and an opportunity to have a worde
There | stayed with Mr. Hill until he found me a place to stay .., family.  have been very blessed.
EXPLORATIONS
1. Why do you think that both the British and Canadian . . e atify @
governments supported the program for home 2 What Clrcums_tances today, if any, might }us:iflz;ren
children? List two criteria government officials might frogram ‘tt}at involved sending orphans or ¢ ,
have used to justify their support. rom families who are poor to another country’
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immigrants had been required to pay a head tax since 1885

Jnada, neither Chinese nor Japanese people were allowed
in 1923, Parliament passed the Chinese Immigration }i
arly all Chinese immigrants. ~
ant that Chinese workers already in Canada could not

- their wives Of children to this country. As a result, the Chinese

developed as a largely bachelor society in which fathers il

mmunicy ;
ed from their families. Their wives in China were

ubands Were separat
Vi 0 raise their children on their own, often in poverty. Fewer than 50

(Jinese immigrants were allowed into Canada berween 1923 and 1947.
[ British Columbia, people from India had been barred from voting

- 1907. They were not allowed to run for public office or become

_ ts, or pharmacists. In a further effort to discourage

mmigration from India, Parliament had passed the Continuous Passage

\tin 1908, This act said thata ship carrying Indians could not stop in
ay — an impossibility on a two-month voyage.
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TUE KOMAGATA MARU INCIDENT
1914, a ship called the Komagata Mary was hired to carry Indian

mssengers to Vancouver from Asia. The ship took on passengers in
But when it entered Vancouver

Hong Kong, Shanghai, and Yokohama.
hbour on May 23, Canadian officials refused to allow the passengers (o
Act.

,;madian gOVeTNIMENt was trying to attract certain im
Immigrants

T —

There are continual attempts
by undesirables of alien and
impoverished nationalities to enter
Canada, but these attempts will be
checked as much as possible at their
source.

— Supervisor of European con tinental
immygration far Canada, 1923

| have no ill-feeling against people
coming from Asia personally, but
| reaffirm that the national life of
Canada will not permit any large
degree of immigration from Asia . ..
lintend to stand up absolutely
on all occasions on this one great
principle — of a white country and
a white British Columbia.
— HH. Stevens, Conservative
member of Parliament for
Vancouver City Centre, June 1914

\J

—
Figure 711 When the Komagata Maru

entered Vancouver harbour, it carried
376 passengers, mostly Sikhs. This
photograph shows the crowding the
passengers endured on the voyage and
while waiting to hear whether they
would be allowed to disembark.

d'ﬁfrpbark. The ship had violated the Continuous Passage
l{zi ?Sf Wfo months, the Ko?frmgﬂm "
"t sat in the harbour while the
“ian community in Vancouver
pled the p: ith food and
i }}Jl'lssengers with food a
bl iO’t e courts for help.‘ But
ing Sll:(in was overwhelmingly
i by wing entry, and on July 23,
hahe - as escorted out of the

L;[ and sent back to India.
w&; 1;03[ ;h‘? Sh‘ig) arrive.d in Kolkata,
Ueateq e ¥ ?fltlsh pol;ce., \A{h()
M e ifil&ibengers as criminals.
steq 4 l ’Fd and others were
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5 FROM NAZI GERy,,

che help of JIAS, g droppe
We must nevertheless seek (0 Depression, all jmmlgrapon "opP- )
keep this part of the continent free ’:_1 \hf 15 000 immigrants arrived. . ,
i from unrest and from too great fewer t 'dSer;itism - prejudiCC against Jews — V\ias wil estad} i
|’ an intermixture of foreign strains junts; feen excluded from clubs ﬂnd‘othe.r social Organizationg ,
of blood, as much the same thing Jews were often € buying homes in cercain neighbourhoods. d
f lies at the basis offhe oriental discourstged from buying Ay 1 Khax Klan, sprang o
. problem ... . | fear that we would ) In Canada, hate grou.p. e in Germany; where the p-
| have riots if we agreed to a policy Pﬁwuragﬁd by anti-Semitic actlvltl_"m o fhege ) o az1g
18 that admitted numbers of Jews. Also ke persecutingJCWS and Ot_hcr manlltl't‘ s tHESEE A ps targeted Visih,
1B we would add to the difficulties minorities, Jews, and Catholics. W:hat strategies might governmenyy
| l | gztr:uvi?:iegnt_he Provnces and he to deal with the rise of hate gr(f.ups'h rallowedimmigrantsies |
i I Canada had no refugee policy tha cimmis 0 be aceepyy
W wmentenseetg e | bagis of need. Jews who faced persecuion in (ermny wer
' : ' required to follow the same immigration p other applicapy

i And because few immigrants were being accepted, German Jews hqg lie

hope of escaping to Canada. .
pFrom 1933 to 1945, Canada admitted fewer than 5000 Jewish

immigrants. During the same vears, the United States accepted more thay
Figure 7-12 The St Louisin the harbour 200 000, Britain accepted about 70 000, and the city of Shanghai) Chiny

e | " .
1 G bt U183 G WA PSSR TS 1 received tens of thousands of Jewish refugees.
' a porthole. With land in sight and fleeing
Mazi anti-Semitism in their homeland,
the passengers were told they would

THE SAINT LOUIS

not be allowed 1o stay. How might the Though Liberal prime minister William Lyon Mackenzie King was
E outcome have been different if today's sympathetic to the problems of German Jews, he was also convinced thy
i communication tools had been available allowing Jewish refugees into Canada would threaten national unity and
; )
|

| 2 . : . .
J to the passengers’ Y his party’s political support in Quebec. There, the provincial government
[ opposed all immigration.

The St. Louis tragedy showed the depth
of anti-Semitism in Canada. In the spring
of 1939, the passenger liner Sz. Louis left
Hamburg, Germany, with more than 900
Jews on board. Trying to escape Nazi
persecution, they were bound for Cuba.
They carried tourist visas but hoped to be
accepted as refugees. But when they anive
they were not allowed to disembark.

So they appealed for help to both Caod
and the United States, but both countries
refused to accept them. The Sz Lois W&
forced to sail back across the Atlantic. SP”’E
C:f the refugees were eventually allowed mtﬂl
Luropean countries thar were taken 0% 1}-[6
Germany during World War 1l — and M
than half the passengers were eventually

killed by the Nazis.
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QATION 1N CANADA

o 19203 and 1930s, few people com
it _mmigratiOn policies or ab

. L actively supported thes
often viewed as al

P dplamed about Canady
: € deportatio i (
. n of imm;
oue the MMmigrancs,
i policies or chose to remain%ile
‘ : vier s alien and a threat to jobs. Som a
| C_]icved that many immigrants were communists wh N
0 wanted to

o o government.
"ﬂf\'o law Prevcn,ted Smpldyess using hiring practices th

 inated against groups such as Jews and Ukrainians Iy

W s resorted to hiding their origins by changin 1.,1:’_‘“ some

‘:".'ﬂ:daﬁlofe British. Black Canadians were restrictef g their names o
P ons. They could, for example, work a ol Smaﬁ“ number of
ccupatt ’ § porters on trains — and
y did i

~ How impoTtant is your name to you? How might changing your

S fit into a d.omt.na.nt culture affect your sense of personal identity?
 {piversities and training programs routinely discriminared by Setting-
;}Eherstandards for people whose names did not sound British.

" §ome groups were also denied social benefits. In Alberta during the
Jression, for example, relief payments for people of Chinese heritage
e 50 per cent lower than those of other Canadians. Relief payments
i Aboriginal people were also lower because officials believed that they
auld live off the land. And some immigrants were deported if they even
pplied for relief.

Many Canadians strongly believed that immigrants should try
Jasimilate as quickly as possible by abandoning their own culture,
uditions, and language. The public education system was viewed as

w0l that should be used to ensure that the children of immigrants

ssimilated into mainstream Canadian society.

None of [Winnipeg's] chartered
banks, trust companies, or insurance
companies would knowingly hire a
Jew, and anyone with a Ukrainian

or Polish name had almost no
chance of employment except rough
manual labour . . . For the young
Ukrainians and Poles, there was

a possible solution if they could
beat the accent handicap. They
could change their names. So they
changed their names . . . Caroline
Czarnecki overnight became Connie
Kingston, Mike Drazenovick became
Martin Drake, and Steve Dziatkewich
hecame Edward Dawson. But for
the Jews, a name change was not
enough.

— James H. Gray, journalist
and histarian, in The Winter Years,
a memair, 1966
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RECALL... REFLECT... RESPOND

3. Create

1. When talking about immigration, people often challenges and

use the analogy of a door: it can open to admit

more immigrants, or it can close 10 keep them out.

| ldentify periods between 1919 and 1938 when the

| immigration door opened and closed and explain the
! tircumstances that caused these changes.

British immigrants to
1930s. Conclude by
potential immigrant
would not — choosé

e —

a chart like the one shown to summarize the

opportunities that faced many non-
Canada during the 1920s and
placing yourself in the shoes of a
and explain why you would —or
to immigrate to Canada.
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- & Discrimination against ethnic groups WE‘TS_ Odpeyn . immigration 0 Canada |
and widespread in the 1920 and 1930s. Today, o 1
this is illegal, and most Canadians woulq find It. y ﬂjﬁallenﬂiwg}w?@@ ,,,,,,,,, ———
inacceptahle. Should Canadians of earlier P?tr'o s T Challenges | Opportunitie )
be criticized for their attitudes toward minority |
Uroups? Explain your response. 1
| .
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