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Who are the police? 



Different 
Jurisdictions of 
the Police
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Duties of 
Police Officers



How Police Work (Crime)



Arrest

Police need to have reasonable and probable grounds that a person was involved 
in a crime before they can arrest them. 

When police have established that they have probable grounds, they can apprehend 
and charge a suspect. 

Police can do one of three things: 
1. Issue an appearance notice – a legal document stating the criminal charge and 

the court date.

1. For summary conviction offences and less serious indictable offences. 
2. Arrest the suspect.
3. Obtain a warrant for arrest. 



Steps in a 
Lawful 
Arrest



Arresting a Suspect

Use of Deadly Force is Accepted

• The behaviour of a suspect might 
cause harm or death to others.

• The suspect flees to escape arrest.

• There are no alternative means to 
prevent escape.  

If the accused resists arrest, the police have the legal authority 
to use “as much force as is necessary” to prevent an escape.  

Robert Dziekanski

“Robert Dziekanski death at hands of RCMP a 
homicide, BC coroner rules.” (CBC, 2013)

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/dziekanski-death-at-hands-of-rcmp-a-homicide-b-c-coroner-rules-1.1411262


Arrest If police can’t find the suspect, they can appear 
before a judge or justice of the peace to get a 
summons -  an order to appear in criminal court. 

If the accused won’t appear in court voluntarily, 
police will go to a judge for an arrest warrant – an 
order by a judge to arrest the accused for listed 
alleged offences. 



Arrest

Citizen’s arrest – arrest by a regular citizen if they 
witness a criminal act or believes the suspect has just 
committed one. 

• It must be reasonable.
• Cannot use excessive force. 
• Must surrender the suspect to the police as soon 

as possible. 



Legal Rights and Search 
Laws

Section 8 of the Charter states that “everyone 
has the right to be secure against 
unreasonable search and seizure”. 

• Police cannot:
• Search you or your property,
• Record you speaking,
• Seize your property 

• Unless, they have reasonable and probable 
grounds. 



Legal Rights and 
Search Laws
Search – When police officers look for evidence 
that may be used in court. 

• Police can search without a warrant when: 
• They have arrested the person.
• They believe the person is carrying a 

concealed weapon. 

Search Warrant – a court order authorizing police 
to search a specific place at a specified time. 

• Police can arrest without a search warrant 
only if they catch the person in act or have 
probable grounds to believe the person has 
committed a crime or is about to do so.



Rights on 
Being 
Arrested

Section 10 of the Charter states that on arrest or 
detention, everyone has the right to the following:

o To be informed of the reasons.
o To retain and instruct counsel (and to be 

informed of that right)
o To have the validity of the detention determined 

by way of habeas corpus and to be released if 
the detention is not lawful (legal). 

Custody – imprisonment or physical detention. 



Release 
and Bail 
Procedures

Bail Hearing – a hearing to decide whether an 
accused can be released from jail before trial and 
with what conditions. 

***The accused must be brought before a judge or 
justice of the peace for a bail hearing within 24 hours. 

***Bail is money or property guaranteed to the court 
to ensure the accused will show up for their court 
date. 

***If an accused is considered dangerous or to be a 
flight risk, bail is denied, and they must remain in 
custody until the trial. 



All About Bail

Show-Cause Hearing
• A judicial hearing where the Crown has to 

convince the judge that the prisoner should 
stay in jail until the trial date. 

• “Cause” includes: 
• Flight (escape) risk
• Risk to public safety

Some circumstances may justify a reverse 
onus – the burden of proof shifts to the 
defense



All About Bail
Some circumstances may justify a reverse onus – the burden of proof 
shifts to the defense to show why bail should be granted. 

This happens when: 
● The charge is murder.
● The accused is charged with committing an indictable offence while already out on bail.
● The offence is indictable and the accused in not a Canadian resident.
● The charge involves failure to appear or breach of bail conditions.
● The accused is charged with importing, trafficking, or possession for the purpose of trafficking narcotics.
● Tackling Violent Crimes Act – those accused of serious gun crimes.



All About Bail
There is less emphasis on the payment of money as a condition of being 
released. 

→ Conditions of bail can include:

→ Curfew

→ Restrictions on where the accused can be

→ Restrictions on who the accused can be with 

→ They cannot be in the company of the co-accused or the victim

Why would a judge grant one of these options?

Write a response in your ‘Notes Booklet’ 
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