BLM 2.2b
Assessing Two Interpretations of Vimy Ridge

4. When all group members have shared their assessment of their source, as a group decide on a consensus answer to these questions: Which of these two interpretations is more credible? How do we know? How certain are we?

5. Do you have enough evidence to reach a conclusion? If not, identify what other kinds of sources you need to be more certain of your answer.

Be prepared to share your group’s conclusions with the class.

Sources

	A.
	[image: image1.jpg]the most thrilling letter | have ever written you.... | hope you will find it the same.
he greatest victory of the war has been gained, and | had a small part in it. (Letter
from Lieut. Clifford Wells [Canadian] to his mother, April 20, 1917)36






	B.
	[image: image2.jpg][ would not want to have the impression left that Vimy was our greatest battlefield.
(General Arthur Currie, senior Canadian officer in World War 137





	C.
	[image: image3.jpg]A more desolate scene than this battlefield could scarcely be imagined. Every foot
of earth had been up heaved time and time again during the furious bombardments
from both sides, until the very bowels of the Ridge had been hurled on high and
spread abroad.... Amid this flood ... lay the half-submerged bodies of the dead,
whose blood had coloured to rusty red the stagnant water lapping around them.
(War Diary, No. 11 Canadian Field Ambulance, 4th Division)3®





	D.
	[image: image4.jpg]The tierce battle over Vimy Ridge was fought to a standstill. To be able to call
oneself a Vimy fighter, was from then on a high honour!... In the hearts of the
fighters and their loved ones, who restlessly, with deep yearning lived through it all
in the Homeland [Germany]; the memory of the days of heroic glory and deepest
sorrow glows indelibly at the Battle of Vimy Ridge, that patch of earth sanctified by
the rivers of noble blood and uncountable heroic graves. (Generalleutnant Alfred
Dieterich, The German 79th Reserve Infantry Division in the Battle of Vimy Ridge,
Aoril. 1917).3
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