BLM 2.2a
Assessing Two Interpretations of Vimy Ridge
Two Historical Interpretations

	Following are excerpts from two secondary sources written by two highly regarded professionals about the Battle of Vimy Ridge. They reflect very different conclusions.
[image: image2.jpg]Many historians and writers consider the Canadian victory

at Vimy a defining moment for Canada, when the country

emerged from under the shadow of Britain and felt capable of greatness.
Canadian troops also eamed a reputation as formidable, effective troops because
of the stunning success.34



First, on the Canadian War Museum’s website, historian Tim Cook offers the following comments about Vimy.
	


Second, in The Globe and Mail on April 7, 2007, journalist Michael Valpy wrote of the same battle, as follows.

[image: image1.jpg]It [Vimy Ridge] had a negligible effect on the war’s outcome. The Canadians had
equal casualties and more strategic successes in other battles, such as Amiens and
Passchendaele. If French or British rather than Canadian troops had diiven the
German enemy off Vimy Ridge, history probably would have forgotten about it.
As it is, over the years, Canadian propaganda—and there is no other word for it—
has airbrushed out the participation of British officers, tacticians, and artillery, and
even supporting British infantry:3%




The Corroboration

If you were an historian trying to figure out which interpretation is closer to the truth, you would have to consult primary sources, such as those provided for you on BLM 2.2b and BLM 2.2c.

1.
In your group, read aloud the two interpretations above and discuss how they differ.
2.
Be an historian. Choose one of the sources on BLM 2.2b and BLM 2.2c and use the Questions for Assessing Sources on BLM 2.2c to analyze it. (Each member of the group chooses a different source.) Your individual goal is to use your source to help your group decide which of the above interpretations is more credible.
3.
When everyone has finished writing their answers, read your source aloud to your group and share what you have written.

34 Cook, T. (2004, updated 2012). The Battle of Vimy Ridge (April 9–12, 1917). Canadian War Museum. Retrieved from http://www.civilization.ca/cwm/exhibitions/vimy/index_e.shtml
35 Valpy, M. (2007, April 7). Vimy Ridge: The making of a myth. The Globe and Mail. Retrieved from http://www.theglobeandmail.com/ archives/article751295.ece
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formidable—admirable, powerful


propaganda—the deliberate spreading of information—that may or may not be true—for a purpose





VOCABULARY








